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By Ellen McKay Trimmer 
Job 23:10 : 


OD saw that tear in silence fall, 
He felt the anguish of that sigh, 
He heard thy heart’s unuttered call 
And understands its inmost cry. 


Though dark above thy head the storm, 

Though fears thy trembling heart 
assail, 

His grace and love thy couch will form 

Where thou canst rest; He will not fail. 


For Discouraged Christians 


“O Lord, I am oppressed; undertake 
for me” (Isa. 38:14). So prayed Heze- 
kiah when he was sick. When we have 
the same sense of oppression, it is bet- 
ter to confess it honestly to the Lord 
and ask His help. In the recent very 
readable biography of the late Dr. Rob- 
ert C. McQuilkin by: his daughter Mar- 
guerite there is an exceptionally fine 
letter that he wrote to a young mission- 
ary. It has many helpful thoughts, and 
especially two questions which will do 
much toward lifting any earnest Chris- 
tian worker out of a spiritual slump. 
“Your days of darkness are not different 
from those of other Christians who are 
seeking to please Him,” he wrote. “We 
wrestle not against flesh and blood but 
against powerful spiritual enemies. But 
remember two things about these pe- 
riods of depression. They are natural 
from the physical and psychological 


viewpoint. I read years ago that all 
people go in cycles and there are peri- 
odic times of depression when the dark 
side seems to prevail, then there are 
times of living on the mountain from 
an emotional viewpoint. This is true 
of unsaved people and also of saved peo- 
ple. After reading it I noticed that it 
was true in my own case. Then I real- 
ized the second truth that these times do 
not need to mean defeat. It is not a 
question of the depression but how we 
handle it. We can walk through by 
faith and not be discouraged. Fre- 
quently in my own experience when I 
am faced by undone tasks, by past fail- 
ures, by misunderstandings, by convic- 
tion of failure in prayer or in witnessing, 
it seems that victory is the opposite of 
what I am having. Then I have stop- 
ped and deliberately asked two ques- 
tions: First, Am I surrendered to the 
Lord; Do I want only His will so far 
as my choice is concerned? Of course 
the answer has to be, Yes, if I do not 
want to make a definite choice to say, 
No, to the Lord. The second question 


% 


is, Is the Lord just now meeting all my 
need? The answer must be to take Him 
at His word though there are fightings 
without and fears within and though the 
circumstances of outward things and of 
inward life seem to say the needs are 
not being met. His grace is sufficient. 
So I go forward doing the next duty and 
resting in faith, not in feeling. Of course 
there is danger of passivity, but you 
are not in danger of that. I am not sug- 
gesting that we should ever be at peace 
because we are satisfied with our attain- 
ments. But the point is that our peace 
and joy are not to depend on our attain- 
ments or our progress, but on the Lord 
Jesus and His perfect work for us on 
the cross and in us at this moment.” ! 
If we can say “Yes” to the two questions, 
then we may forget those things which 
are behind and go forward in the 
strength of the Lord. 


1From “Always in Triumph—The Life of 
Robert C. McQuilkin,“ by Marguerite Mc- 
Quilkin. (Columbia Bible College, Columbia, 
S. C.; Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, 
N. J., $3.) ‘ 


Temperance Notes for Men’s Classes 
By the late Ernest Gordon 


stinent drivers was started in 

Sweden in 1935 with much head- 
shaking on the part of doubting lookers- 
on. Now it is the fourth largest insur- 
ance company in Sweden. The initial 
capital was small (200,000 kroner or 
$40,000), and the number of insured only 
500. -Results have far outdistanced the 
expectations of the founders. The com- 
pany has extended its operations to 
other forms of insurance—sickness, avi- 
ation, accident, fire, theft. Premiums in 
1953 had reached eighteen million kro- 


A N INSURANCE company for ab- 
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Comfort for Dark Days 


“Be careful for nothing; but in 
every thing by prayer and suppli- 
cation with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto 
God” (Phil. 4:6). 




















ner. It has taken the name of Answar 
(“Responsibility”), with the subtitle 
“Mutual Insurance Company for Ab- 
stainers.” 

At the end of two years without acci- 
dent, the premium is reduced 30 per 
cent; after four years, 50 per cent; after 
six years, 70 per cent, leaving a premium 
payable of not more than 30 per cent. 
One, tenth of all the motor drivers of 
Sweden are here insured, 85,000 in num- 
ber. This success has led other com- 
panies to give special rates to abstainers 
on the same conditions which Answar 


.imposes. Answar is now extending its 


operations to other Scandinavian coun- 
tries. 
The “infernal publicity” given to alco- 


~wholic drink in France is the subject of 


comment in the Revue de l’Alcoolisme, 
“It is now extending its field to sports. 
There is hardly a single contest which 
is not now sponsored by some brand of 
liquor. Bicycle races, foot races, Rugby, 
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track sports, ball games, ‘catch’—all these 
contests in Paris, and I believe it is the 
same elsewhere, are advertised by post- 
ers with enormous letters recommending 
this or that drink. . 

“Foot races across Paris and road com- 
petitions of -cyclists are preceded by 
brilliantly painted trucks with loud- 
speakers commending various brands 
and throwing out prospectuses. This 
publicity reaches thousands and more 
thousands lined along the route.” 

A Swiss wine propagandist, Albert 
Maibach, puts his publicity into verse. 
He first tells us that “water is good for 
evil men; the Deluge proved that.” 
Then he goes on: , 

Virgin Mary, gentle goddess, keep for me 
a place in Paradise 

Since I shall never have joy below, not be- 
ing allowed to drink® 

That divine nectar which bears the name of 
Chatelard. 

Only the rich in this world’s goods can do 
that, and I am poor, 

If then wine abounds in Heaven, come 
sweet death. Don't frighten me 
Away. Bear me among the elect who en- 

joy this beverage above. 

We have been told that of the drink- 
ing population in America five per cent 
could not control their habit; others 
should be left in peace. So the empha- 
sis has been laid on the cure of this 
diminutive minority. 

But at last has come a dissenting note 
* and that from one who was formerly as- 
sociated with this opinion. At the meet- 
ing of the American Psychological Asso- 
ciation in San Francisco, Dr. Kar] M. 
Bowman reported that methods for deal- 
ing with growing numbers of alcoholics 
were ineffective and unsatisfactory. He 
estimated at five million the number of 
excessive drinkers, of whom a million 
were addicts. Alcoholism is on the in- 
crease, particularly among women. Al- 
cohol is a narcotic drug and should be 
classified with opium. 

“It is the cause of more crime, par- 
ticularly crimes of violence, more seri- 
ous automobile accidents and produces 
more suffering and misery in our coun- 
try at least, than all other narcotic drugs 
put together.” . 

Of many new drugs, from which at 
first great things were hoped for in the 
cure of the alcohol habit, he insists that 
they have proved of little value. 

This is a new note among American 
physicians hypnotized by the paradox- 
ical “science” which has come out of 
Yale. Dr. Rosen at the same Congress 
dwelt on the advancing tide of juvenile 
delinquency between 1940 and 1953. The 
increase had been 85 per cent although 
the ten-to-seventeen-year-old population 
had been about stationary. He estimated 
that 1,250,000 children would be involved 
in law violations. 

The nation sowed the wind when it 
repealed National Prohibition. It is now 
reaping the whirlwind. What might 
have been appears from the following. 
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What we lost by Repeal.—The late 
Prof. Dr. W. W. Keen was president of 
the American Surgical Associdtion and 
long professor in Surgery in, the Jeffer- 
son Medical College, Philadelphia. In 
his “Selected Papers and Addresses,”! p. 
302, he summarizes the results of his in- 
quiries as to the working of Prohibition 
during the first year after its enactment: 

“The result of Prohibition in the 
United States, and later of the adoption 
of the Prohibition Amendment to the 
Constitution, demonstrate the extraor- 
dinarily beneficial results even within 
the few months since its adoptidn. . . 

“For actual conditions in New York 
City I have to thank Mr. Bird S. Coler, 
Commissioner of the Department of Pub- 
lic Welfare, and Dr. John Fitzgerald, 
temporarily in charge of Mr. Coler’s of- 
fices. They have most courteously given 
me complete information covering nine 
large municipal lodging houses... . 

“The admissions for January-March, 
1919, under license numbered. 22,350. In 
the corresponding months for 1920 under 
Prohibition they were 4,607. Not only 
were the results so remarkable in num- 
bers but ‘the applicants were better, 
cleaner, and healthier than formerly.’ 
Intoxicated applicants were rare while 
‘formerly we were obliged to call a 
policeman nightly to have the drunks 
removed.’ . . . ‘I have met men on the 
streets,’ writes the superintendent, ‘who 
were formerly regular lodgers and was 
surprised at their neat, clean appear- 
ance. They are working steadily and 
buying clothes instead of drink.’ 

“The psychopathic ward at Bellevue 
Hospital in New York City handles more 
alcoholics of the vagrant and poor class 
than any other hospital. Dr. M. S. Greg- 
ory, the director of the ward, writes 
that in January and February, 1920, in- 
stead of 400 to 500 cases a month, there 
were only two a day so that the ward 
was abolished. 

“In Philadelphia, the House of Cor- 
rection, in which most of the cases of 
vagrancy and alcoholism are treated, in- 
stead of a population of over 2,000 before 
Prohibition, has since only 400 to 500. 
In the first four months of 1920, the 
savings by reason of fewer employees, 
less wages, less food, and other expendi- 
tures were sufficient to pay all the ex- 
penses of the entire Department of Pub- 
lic Welfare for the remaining eight 
months of the year. 

“In the alcoholic department of the 
Philadelphia Almshouse in the City Hos- 
pital, admissions in the last six months 
of 1917 and 1918 were 1,470 and 1,484 
respectively. In the same period in 1919 
under War Prohibition there were only 
276, a decrease of 77% per cent. 

“A similar diminution of the number 
of inmates in the County Prison in Phila- 





1Published by G. W. Jacobs and Co., Phil- 
adelphia, 1923; evidently out of print. 
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A Word to Our Scheutibain 


HEN the Apostle Paul testi- 

fied before King Agrippa, he 
said, “Having therefore obtained 
help of God, I continue unto this 
day, witnessing both to small and 
great, saying none other things 
than those which the prophets and 
Moses did say should come: that 
Christ should suffer, and that he 
should be the first that should rise 
from the dead, and should shew ° 
light unto the people, and to the 
Gentiles” (Acts 26:22, 23). With- 
out any claim whatever to inspira- 
tion or to apostleship in the sense 
of Paul’s, THE Sunpay SCHOOL 
TIMEs can nevertheless echo his 
testimony. It could not have con- 
tinued for nearly ninety-eight 
years without the help of God, 
and since 1859 its aim has been to 
witness to the compiete work of@ 





Christ according to the Old and 


New Testament Scriptures. The 
Sunday School Times Company is 
an independent corporation, not 
subsidized, and supported by its 
income from subscriptions and ad- 
vertising. Though it deals in 
Heavenly things it is still in this 
world and faced with the high 
cost of living which has been ris- 
ing for several years. 

Beginning on September 1 the 
Times will have to increase its 
subscription rates as follows: 
Single subscriptions: 


United States .... $4.00 per year 


ae as * * 

Pere <.:...... 5. eS 
Clubs of five or more: 

United States ... $3.00 per year 

os baa oa —*. 2? 

Foreign ......... on“: - 
Short-term subscriptions: 

13 weeks ......... $1.00 


(All stated in U.S.A. dollars.) 
These new rates do not apply to: 

1. Unexpired subscriptions. 

2. Subscription renewals or new 
subscriptions received on or 
before September 1. 

These new rates do apply to: 

1. New subscriptions mailed on 
or after September 1. 

2. Subscriptions renewable after 
September 1, for which the 
renewals are mailed on or 
after September 1. 

The Management wishes to ac- 
knowledge with thankfulness the 
faithfulness of the Times’ large 
family of readers and Club Secre- 
taries, and express its confidence 
in their continued co-operation. 

The Sunday School Times Co. 

325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5 
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ll. “No Confidence in the Flesh” 


Religious forms, either Protestant or 


Catholic, cannot save 


confidence in the “flesh,” Paul states 

that he was “of the tribe of Benja- 
min.” In other words, he was not merely 
an Israelite, a member of God’s chosen 
race, but also a member of one of the 
elite groups in that nation. This was 
the tribe that gave to Israel its first king, 
Saul (1 Sam. 9 and 10). Paul was also 
named Saul, before he met Christ (Acts 
9:1-30; 13:1-9), and doubtless gloried in 
that royal name, and in his membership 
in that remarkable tribe, from which 


[: THE third place, as a basis for his 


Queen Esther also came (Esther 2:5). 


Yet that did not save his soul. Like- 
wise in Christendom there are various 
elite groups within the great branches of 
the nominal Christian Church. Protes- 
tantism has its various denominations, 
and, in addition, many independent 
churches, which boast that they belong 
to no denomination. Membership in no 
one of these groups or churches can 
save a soul. Even Roman Catholicism, 
in spite of its boasted oneness, has many 
elite groups, in addition to the various 
monastic orders, which have real theo- 
logical differences between them. In our 
own country, the “Knights of Columbus” 
are well known, and among our Euro- 
pean friends and radio listeners, we 
have encountered such groups as “The 
Children of Mary,” “The Oblates of St. 
Benedict,” and “The Tertiaries of St. 
So-and-So,” all of which are composed 
of laymen. The members of these groups 
may imagine that they have some spe- 
cial claim to God’s favor; but, if so, they 
are mistaken. All trust in such member- 
ship is but “confidence in the flesh.” 


Paul’s Record Could Not Save Him 


Fourthly, Paul boasted that he was 
“an Hebrew of the Hebrews.” As there 
is no needless repetition in God's in- 
spired Word, the Bible, we may rest 
assured that this is not the same thing 
as “of the stock of Israel.” We must re- 
member that the Israelites lost their 
native Hebrew language while in cap- 
tivity in Babylon, and returned from 
there to Palestine speaking Aramaic, the 
language of their captors, which is 
closely related to Hebrew. However, 
there were still rabbis among them who 
retained, in addition, their original lan- 
guage, in order to study and teach the 
sacred Scriptures. Paul was evidently 
one of those who was a master, not only 
of Aramaic and Greek, but also of the 
language of Moses and the prophets, “a 
Hebrew of the Hebrews.” This was 
certainly an advantage, for the careful 
study of the Old Testament writings, but 
it did not save Paul’s soul. The Roman 
Catholic Church also has a sacred lan- 


This is the second part of the exposi- 
tion of Philippians 3:1-11, by Dr. 
Stearns, whe is a teacher in the Bible 
Institute of the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion, Brussels, and president of Glob- 
al Gospel Broadcasts, Inc. The pur- 
pose of this study is to show that 
God’s grace is more than sufficient 
to save us from the penalty and 
power of sin. The third and con- 
cluding article will appear next 

week. . 








guage, which is Latin. The Mass is said 
in Latin in every country, and the Latin 
Vulgate translation of the Bible is still 
the only official version of the Roman 
Church. The English translations of the 
Bible approved by the Roman Catholic 
authorities are made, not from the He- 
brew and the Greek, but from the Latin. 
The priests have to study Latin very 
thoroughly, and some laymen, particu- 
larly in Europe, also have a good 
knowledge. of Latin. But that knowl- 
edge will not save them. In fact, knowl. 
edge never saves. God saves us in re- 
sponse to our faith, not to our knowl- 
edge. Over one hundred passages in the 
New Testament teach that we are saved 
by faith alone, or-by believing (the root 
word for both faith and believing is the 
same in the Greek). 

While we Protestants have no official 
language, many of us do have a special 
vocabulary, which is unfamiliar to those 
who are not conversant with the Bible. 
We may be able to talk fluently about 
regeneration, justification, propitiation, 
reconciliation with God, imputation of 
God’s righteousness, and so on. But it 
will do us no good to talk about these 
great Bible doctrines, if we do not 
put our trust in Jesus Christ as our per- 
sonal Saviour, and hence undergo re- 
generation, justification, reconciliation 
with God, and all the other spiritual op- 
erations which He effectuates in the one 
who believes in Christ unto salvation. 


The fifth point of Paul’s “confidence 
in the flesh” is stated by him in these 
words, “As touching the law, a Phari- 
see.” In our day, the word “Pharisee” is 
taken to be almost synonymous with 
“hypocrite,” but Paul was certainly no 
hypocrite, even before his conversion. It 
is true that our Lord pronounced seven 
times the terrible words, “Woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!” (Matt. 
23.) Paul, however, years after his con- 
version, was not ashamed of his back- 
ground as a Pharisee (Acts 23:6; 26:5), 
for that group was well known for the 
strictness of their practice of the Jew- 


By MINER B. STEARNS, Th.D. 


ish religion. Many of their practices 
were certainly very good, such as the 
giving of tithes to God (Matt, 23:23), 
and our Lord tells His hearers, “All 
therefore whatsoever they bid you ob- 
serve, that observe and do” (v. 3). How- 
ever, on account of the hypocrisy of the 
majority of them, the Saviour had to 
add, “But do not ye after their works: 
for they say, and do not.” 

But even if all the Pharisees had been 
sincere, like Paul, their many religious 
practices would not have saved them, 
for we are saved by God’s grace, in re- 
sponse to our faith, and not by our works 
(Eph. 2:8, 9). Nor is sincerity any 
guarantee of salvation, in spite of the 
oft-repeated dictum, It doesn’t matter 
what you believe, as long as you are 
sincere. The Bible shows definitely that 
it matters terribly what you believe. 
Even common experience teaches us 
that a person may easily die, if he mis- 
takenly, though sincerely, takes poison 
instead of the medicine the doctor has 
ordered. I have met at least’ two out- 
standing examples of sincere religious 
Pharisees: A Protestant gentleman who, 
though unsaved, religiously gave a tenth 
of his income to the Lord’s work (I wish 
all good Christians did as much); and a 
Catholic lady in South America, who 
went to Mass every morning at 3 a.m. 
Fortunately, both these people later put 
their trusfin Christ alone for their sal- 


vation. The man in question still gives ° 


a tenth, or a good deal more, of his in- 
come to the work of the Lord, but now 
no longer in the hope of acquiring God’s 
favor thereby. 


Zealous Persecutors ‘* 


Continuing the enumeration of the 
grounds of his “confidence in the flesh,” 
Paul mentions (Phil. 3:6) as the sixth 
point, “Concerning zeal, persecuting the 
church.” In Romans 10:2 Paul describes 
his unsaved fellow Israelites thus, “I 
bear them record( that they have a zeal 
of God, but not according to knowledge.” 
Zeal without knowledge chdracterizes 
much religion according to the flesh, and 
often leads to terrible persecution. Think 
of the massacres of the Albigenses, the 
Waldensians, the Hussites, the Hugue- 
nots, and of how many others during 
the centuries of the history of the 
Church of Rome. Doubtless many of the 
religious persecutors were, like Paul, 
entirely, sincere. “I... thought ...I 
ought to,” wrote Paul afterward (Acts 
26:9). Zeal is admirable, but it canndt 
save the soul of the zealot, and, on the 
contrary, when misdirected, can do un- 
told harm to the cause of Christ. While 
Protestants have never persecuted unto 
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death those who disagreed with them 
religiously (except in the unhappy case 
of Servetus), nevertheless some of us 
have been very bitter and cruel to our 
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brethren in Christ who hold different 
views from ours on secondary matters. 
May the Lord deliver us from such zeal! 


(To be continued) 


When Billy Graham Preached in Richmond _ 


“Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?” (Psa. 85:6) 


R. AND MRS. GUY C. HARRIS of 
Richmond, Va.,; were my hosts dur- 
ing Billy Graham’s campaign in May. 
Mrs. Harris is a schoolteacher, but her 
chief joy ig to lead souls to Christ. During 
the Crusade Mr. Harris sang in the choir, 
and Mrs. Harris acted as a counselor. 
One night after the meeting, on the 
way home, Mrs. Harris told us how God 
answered her prayer. Another teacher 
went forward and accepted the Lord 
Jesus as her personal Saviour. We all 
praise the Lord. 

The next evening her joy was full, be- 
cause, in the prayer and counselor’s tent 
after the meeting, she had the joy of 
leading to Christ seven high school girls 
from a nearby county. 

The schoolteacher who found the Lord 
had a long talk with Mrs. Harris a day 
or two later. They wept upon é&ch 
other’s shoulders. She said she was 
going to ask her minister why he didn’t 
tell her about the new birth in all the 
years she had been a member of his 
church. Mrs. Harris just quietly gave 
her the Word, the sincere milk which 
a babe in Christ needed. 

One morning at breakfast Mr. Harris 
shouted for joy: “Praise the Lord! Last 
night the Solomon boy went forward 
and accepted the Lord Jesus as his per- 
sonal Saviour! I have been witnessing 
to his parents all the time. They are 
fine people. Last night the boy went 
to the Stadium with his bey friend, and 
he accepted Jesus as his Messiah. He 
got a Gospel of John, and told his parents 
that he believes Jesus died for his sins. 
He is going to walk on the ‘narrow 
road.’” Billy Graham had preached 
on “The Broad Road and the Narrow 
Road” that night (Matt, 7:14). 

These are only a few of the triumphs 
of God’s grace among 6,740 who made 
decisions for Christ during Billy Gra- 
ham’s crusade in Richmond. 


REVIVAL IN PRISON 

Early in the day on May 11 Graham 
spoke to approximately 1,300 convicts at 
the Virginia State Penitentiary. At the 
close of the service, 165 left their mates 
and came forward to publicly make their 
decisions for Christ, and to sign cards 
giving their names and church prefer- 
ences, 

Frank Smith, Jr., prison superintend- 
ent, said: “This far exceeds anything 
. we've had before. I don’t remember any 


By HARRY LIU, 
Fleld representative of the Pocket Testament League 


comparable revival services in my thirty- 
seven years with the prison system.” 


CHILDREN’S MEETING 

Satutday morning at 10 o’clock, May 
12th, Cliff Barrows and Beverly Shea 
drew 11,000 children at City Stadium. 
Shea sang “This little light of mine... 
let_it shine .. . let it shine . . . this little 
light of mine.” Cliff Barrows told the 
story of General Naaman. Then he gave 
an invitation for children over ten years 
of age to come forward to receive Christ 
as their Saviour. 413 came forward. It 
was a great sight, and rejoiced our 
hearts. 

WEATHER 

May, this year in Richmond, was a rec- 
ord-breaking month. The crusade was 
held in the open air in the City Stadium, 
which seats about 22,000. We had all 
kinds of weather. One night it was be- 
low 40 degrees, and one Sunday at 3 p.m. 
it was over 93 degrees. One night rain 
and lightning caused Graham to cut his 
message to five minutes, and another 
night the downpour forced him to preach 
only five minutes—a ‘powerful message 
on 1 Corinthians 1:18. In both services 
many people made decisions for Christ. 

According to the local Christians, it 
was the hottest, coldest, and wettest 
May in their memories. Praise the Lord! 
He can save souls in spite of weather. 


MINISTERS REJOICE 


Ministers said the crusade had not only 
brought out unprecedented numbers of 
persons for religious services, but had 
brought the clergy of the various de- 
nominations closer together than ever 
before. 

Dr. T. Rupert Coleman, pastor of Gin- 
ter Park Baptist Church and chairman 
of the crusade, said: “The impact has 
been greater on the city than any com- 
bined religious project in which I have 
shared throughout the years. In my 
opinion, the tone of the city has become 
during the crusade one of manifest con- 
sideration and kindness. 

“I feel very humble and deeply grate- 
ful for the response the entire city has 
made. It has been the most phenomenal 
event in the history of my twenty-two 
years of ministry here. It gave evidence 
of Richmond’s deep interest in and hun- 
ger for God.” 

The Rt. Rev. F. D. Goodwin, bishop 
of the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia, 
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who attended most of the services, said: 
“I am deeply grateful to Billy Graham 
and his associates for their work here. 
The good accomplished will be felt for 
a very long time, if the churches get 
behind it and follow up as they should.” 

Dr. James Appleby of Union Theolog- 
ical Seminary, vice-chairman of the 
Richmond Crusade organization, com- 
mented: “Billy Graham’s crusade here 
has been a very great blessing to all of 
us. The effect in'the life of Richmond 
will probably be felt for years to come.” 

Gtory To Gop 

The Richmond Times Dispatch (May 
21) said: “Evangelist Billy Graham last 
night ended his Richmond crusade with 


a sermon delivered to 36,200 people at 


City Stadium—the largest crowd ever 
gathered there. . 

“Buffeted by cool winds, the throng 
overflowed the stands, sat on the play- 
ing field, and in many places stood four 
deep around the perimeter of the west 
stands. 

“About two-thirds of the playing field 
was covered by persons who sat on the 
ground. Mr. Graham preached from - 
Exodus 32:26. Coming forward to make 
decisions for Christ at the conclusion of 
the service were 1,244 persons.” 

Billy Graham said: “It is the Lord’s 
doing; it is marvelous in our eyes; let’s 
give all glory to Him!” 

To God be the glory, great things He hath 
done, 

So lov’d He the world that He gave us His 
Son, 

Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 

And opened the Life Gate that all may go 
in. 

New York. 

we 


The Fall Christian Fellowship 


Tour to Hawaii 


OR many years SunpAYy ScHoo., TIMES 

readers and their friends have en- 
joyed vacations together, visiting many 
places of scenic beauty and \going to 
Alaska through the Inland Waterways. 
As a matter of fact, a tour is being con- 
ducted right now, led by the Associate 
Editor, Mr. John W. Lane, Jr. 

There is still opportunity for others 
to enjoy a fellowship tolir in the early 
fall to Hawaii. Many* tourists of former 
years have urged the Times to organize 
such a tour, and quite a number of them 
have already signed up for the Hawaiian 
tour. This. tour starts from Chicago 
September 26, returning thereto October 
18. 

The party will travel westward on the 
new vista dome North Coast Limited. 
This will be a most delightful experi- 
ence as the train passes out through the 
grand Northwest. Great mountains will 
be seen from the train, often snowy 
slopes and summits contrasted with 
closer farms and pastoral scenes of ranch 
houses, with grazing cattle, sheep, and 
horses. A full day in Seattle, with a 
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good look at that fine city via a sight- 
seeing tour in comfortable buses, A big 
DC-6B plane will take the party to Hon- 
olulu. Eleven days will be spent on the 
Islands, most of them on Oahu, with day 
trips to Kauai, and Hawaii. Autumn is 
wonderful in Hawaii where the tempera- 
ture is in the mid 70’s and there is little 
likelihood of any rain. Thorough sight- 
seeing of these three islands is planned, 
and | the hotel accommodations for the 
party will be at the Moana Hotel on 
Waikiki Beach, and the Royal Hawaiiarr 
Hotel, two of the finest in Oahu. 

The climax of the tour will be the 
return to Los Angeles on the SS. 
Lurline, famous Matson Navigatior Com- 
pany’s flagship. On board ship, pas- 
sengers are surrounded with every lux- 
ury, the entire ship being open to all. 
Many leisure hours in deck chairs will 
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provide the relaxation through which 
everyone is so greatly benefited. Here 
new friends that have been made during 
the tour will enjoy reminiscing of all 
that has gone before. Two days will be 
spent in Los Angeles, the great city of 
the West Coast. The magnificent Hotel 
Biltmore will be the headquarters for 
the tourists, and here again fine sight- 
seeing trips are part of the tour’s itin- 
erary. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of The Sunday 
School Times Company, will accompany 
the tour throughout. A card addressed 
to him at 325 N. 13th Street, Phila. 5, 
will bring an attractive, illustrated folder 
which will give all details. Here is 
really a great opportunity to enjoy an 
unusual vacation with Christian fellow- 
ship. 


ll. “Marianity” Versus Christianity 


Rome's inordinate emphasis on her heretical inventions 


T IS not only the unscriptural dogmas 
of Rome such as the Immaculate 
Conception and the Assumption of Mary, 
which separate her from Biblical and 
historical Christianity. The inordinate 
emphasis that Rome puts on her hereti- 
cal inventions sets her apart and makes 
her a stranger to the Christian faith. ... 
I remember when, many years ago, as 
a young man I decided for the Lord 
Jesus, my dear mother pleaded with me 
against becoming a Christian. Like so 
many other Jewish mothers before her, 
she begged me not to bring this disgrace 
upon her. She argued in this manner: 
“So now you want to fold your hands, 
start rolling your eyes, fall on your 
knees, and worship ‘Matka Boska Czens- 
tochowska. This, in Polish, means 
“Our Lady of Czenstochova,” a famous 
shrine in Poland where the miracle- 
‘ working icon of the Virgin Mary is wor- 
shiped, similar in character to “Our Lady 
of Lourdes,” and “Our Lady of Fatima,” 
and the like. 

This was my mother’s idea of Chris- 
tianity. She thought that her son was 
now to become a pagan and an idol 
worshiper. No wonder that her soul, 
together with the souls of all her ances- 
tors way back to Abraham, rose up in 
rebellion against it. Roman Catholicism 
had efected an effective wall, an “idol 
curtain” between my mother, a true 
daughter of Israel, and the Saviour of 
Israel. My task to bring to her the 
knowledge of the Messigh was made all 
but impossible, because of what her eyes 
had seen—idolatry in the guise of Chris- 
tianity. : 

Let no one misunderstand. ? believe 
all Bible-taught Christians have a deep 
regard and love for the virgin mother 
of our Lord, even as they honor and love 


.” 


" honor. 


By VICTOR BUKSBAZEN 


the other saints of God in Holy Writ. 
We honor the blessed virgin mother be- 
cause she was God’s chosen vessel to con- 
ceive by the Holy Spirit and give birth 
to Jesus the Saviour of all men. Her 
simple faith, her humility, her submis- 
sion to the will of God, earmark her as 
a child of God and a true saint. Her 
sufferings and her trials as a mother are 
bound to waken a chord of sympathy 
and understanding in every Christian 
heart, especially in the hearts of mothers 
and of all parents. 

But to make her the center of our 
veneration or worship, to permit her to 
drive out from the altar of our hearts 
the Lord Jesus Christ, is simply blas- 
phemy. Our salvation and hers were 
purchased by the blood of her divine 
Son, and she knew it only too well. 
“And Mary said, My. soul doth magnify 
the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced 
in God my Saviour” (Luke 1:46, 47). 

The Mary of Scripture we know and 
She is honorable, beloved, and 
blessed of God. But she is altogether 
different from the Mary of fanciful and 
fantastic mariological speculations. Mary 
of the New Testament was a native of 
Nazareth in Galilee, a lovely Jewish 
maiden. The other Mary hails from for- 
eign parts and foreign climes, geograph- 
ically and spiritually. The Mary 
Scripture and Mary of Rome have noth- 
ing in common. 

Mary the mother of our Saviour we 
know and honor, but the Mary of Cath- 
olic dogma is a figment of the human 
imagination, an alien deity reminiscent 
of other feminine deities worshiped by 
the pagan peoples of the Near East. She 
reminds us of Diana of the Ephesians. 
The Apostle Paul came to Ephesus to 
proclaim the Lord Jesus Christ. Then 
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all the worshipers of Diana of the Ephe- 
Sians rose up and caused a riot, clamoring 
loudly, “Great is Diana of the Ephe- 
sians.” If it had not been for the inter- 
vention of the ruler of the city and his 
g0od civic common sense, they would 
probably have killed the Apostle Paul 
because he dared preach Christ (Acts 19). 

The Diana worshipers of our times 
are still at it. Whenever Christ is 
preached they cause an uproar, shout- 
ing, “Great is Diana, our Lady of Eph- 
esus.” 

This is-why “Marianity” concerns all 
of us who labor, pray, and suffer for 
this cause, that Christ might be made 
known and glorified also in Israel. We 
are zealous for the Cohens, Epsteins, 
and the Steinbergs, who are prevented 
from coming to their. Messiah Jesus, be- 
cause Diana of the Ephesians stands in 
their path. 

We are equally grieved for the Gold- 
bergs, the Goldsteins, and the Finkel- 
steins, who on occasion have fallen prey 
to the incessant clamor of the Diana 
worshipers, 

As in all matters of faith, so also in 
the matter of Mary worship, we will 
do well to defer to the mind of our 
Lord as our final authority, Here is 
guidance from the lips of none other 
than our Saviour, the blessed Son of 
Mary: 

“And it came to pass, as he spake 
these things, a certain woman of the 
company lifted, up her voice, and said 
unto him, Blessed is the womb that bare 
thee, and the paps which thou hast 
sucked. But he said, Yea rather, blessed 
are they that hear the word of God, and 
keep it” (Luke 11:27, 28). 

Can there be anything more forth- 
right or clear than this: . 

“Then one said unto him, Behold, thy 
mother and thy brethren stand without, 
desiring’ to speak with thee. But he 
[Jesus] answered and said unto him that 
told him, Who is my mother? and who 
are my brethren? And he stretched 
forth his hand toward his disciples, and 
said, Behold my mother and my breth- 
ren! For whosoever shall do the will of 
my Father which is in heaven, the same 
is my brother, and sister, and mother” 
(Matt. 12: 47-50). 

At this point we must rest our case 
with Christ our Lord. His stand must 
be ours. 

We as Jewish Christians must con- 
tend against the “Marianity” of the 
Church of Rome because by her dogmas 
and her practices she has erected a bar- 
rier between Israel and her Messiah. The 
hulking image of her Mary is still cast- 
ing an ever-increasing shadow on the 
living Saviour and Messiah of Israel. It 
prevents unbelieving Jews and Gentiles 
from coming to Him. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 6. AUGUST 5. A CALL TO CHRISTIAN LIVING (Temperance) 
Luke 2:40, 51, 52; 1 Peter 2:1-3; 4:1-11; 2 Peter 1; printed text, 1 Peter 4:1-11 


Golden Text.—Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto 
you at the revelation of Jesus Christ 1 Pet. 1:13 ” ne 


Tue KiInGc JAMES VERSION 

1 Pet. 4:1 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us 
in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: 
for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; 
, 2 That he no longer should live the rest of his time in 
the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. 

3 For the time past of our life may suffice us to have 
wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciv- 
iousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and 
abominable idolatries: 

4 Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them 
to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you: 

5 Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge 
the quick and the dead. 

6 For for this cause was the gospel preached. also to them 
that are dead, that they might be judged according to men 
in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit, 


7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore 
sober, and watch unto prayer. 

8 And above all things have fervent charity among ybur- 
selves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins. 

9 Use hospitality one to another without grudging. 

10 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister 
the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God. 

11 If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; 
if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which 
God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen. 


Lessons based on International Sunday ? ; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By Jj. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 
NE cannot read the First Epistle 
O of Peter without sensing that he 
.s writing to suffering saints. 
Indeed, the sufferings of the saints would 
seem to be the particular theme of his 
writing. He reverts to it in every chap- 
ter (1:6, 7; 2:19-21; 3:14-17; 4:12-19); 
with a final reference in 5:10. See how, 
except for the last reference in the fifth 
chapter, each succeeding portion in 
which he deals with this theme is longer 
than the one before, until the climax 
in the fourth chapter. 

But Peter gets off on tangents. This, 
doubtless, was intentional. Indeed, it 
may have been a literary device to avoid 
an overemphasis on this subject, which 
could make the suffering saints think 
more of their sufferings than their Sav- 
iour. See, then, how he breaks away 
from the subject of suffering in the 
first chapter to talk about the glories 
of the Saviour and the Gospel. In the 
second chapter he likewise breaks away 
from the sufferings of the saints to the 
sufferings of Christ in their redemptive 
aspect. In the third chapter he leaves 
his central theme to follow the crucified 
Redeemer into that mysterious ministry 
to the spirits in prison, and right through 
to His resurrection and ascension. After 
his exhortation to suffering saints to 
commit the keeping of their souls to God 
(4:19), he recalls them to the duties of 
practical living, and the work of the 
ministry. Thus the saints are not per- 
mitted to dwell.too much on their afflic- 
tions. 

One more feature of Peter’s First Let- 


ter should be noted. Not only does he 
present the sufferings of Christ as the 
antidote for too much absorption in one’s 
own sufferings, but more than any other 
writer in the New Testament he holds 
forth the two aspects of the sufferings 
of Christ, the redemptive and the exem- 
plary. He is not a whit behind any of 
the other apostles in showing the sav- 
ing effect of the cross of Christ (1:18, 19; 
2:24: 3:18), but more than any other he 
presses the lesson that Christ’s sufferings 
are. an example for us (2:21; 3:18; 4:1). 
We are not saved by following the ex- 
ample of Christ’s sufferings, but we are 
saved to follow their example. To this 
we are Called. 


Verse by Verse 

1 Pet. 4:1—*“. . . Christ hath suffered 
for us in the flesh, arm yourselves like- 
wise with the same mind,. . . hath 
ceased from sin.” Here Peter returns 
to the theme which he temporarily left 
in 3:18. The high resolve to be one with 
Christ in His suffering is a strong forti- 
fication against sin. Here we have an 
echo of Romans 6:5-7. 


Verse 2.—“. .. no longer... live... 
to the lusts of men, but to the will of 
God.” “In the flesh” has no reference 
here to sinful living, or to the sinful 
nature, but simply the body. The phrase 
in Peter does not carry the ethical con- 
notation that it does in Paul (Rom. 8: 
8, 9). 


Verse 3.—“For the time past . . . may 
suffice us to have wrought the will of 
the Gentiles. . . abominable idolatries.” 
The religion of the Greek world was 
linked with all the practices here men- 
tioned. They have no place in the life 
of a converted person, This verse sug- 


gests that Peter is writing to more than 
Jews. 


Verse 4.—“. . . they think it strange... 
speaking evil...” So normal was this 
riotous living among the heathen that 
the withdrawal of Christians from. it 
was a matter of amazement, causing the 
heathen with whom they used to consort 
to blaspheme. Notice that the you at 
the end of the verse is italicized, and 
probably should be omitted. 


Verse 5.—“Who shall give account to 
him that is ready to judge the quick 
and the dead.” This strengthens the 
idea that it was blasphemy of which they 
were guilty. For “quick” read “living.” 
The Judge is Christ (2 Tim. 4:1). 

Verse 6.—“. . . the gospel preached also 
to them that are dead .. .” The word 
translated “preached” here means pro- 
claimed. It is not the word “evangelize,” 
although the idea of evangelizing cannot 
be ruled out of heralding the Good 


News. See Topics for Development. 
Verse 7.—“But the end... is at hand 
. watch unto prayer.” “End” in the 


sense of consummation, No doubt Peter 
is thinking in terms of the coming of the 
Lord, as was Paul in Titus 2:11-13. That 
is a steadying hope, not something which 
throws us “off the beam.” 

Verse 8.—“. . . have fervent charity 
among yourselves ... cover the multi- 
tude of sins.” It is the kind of love de- 
scribed in 1 Corinthians 13 that is here 
enjoined. We need not be afraid of 
fervency in love of that order. Such love 
does not broadcast a brother’s short- 
comings, but covers them. 

Verse 9.—“Use hospitality one to an- 
other without grudging.” Hospitality 
can be very hypocritical. Openly we 
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welcome the guests who have been 
“wished” on us, but inside we say, “I 
don’t see why I should have to do all 
the entertaining!” 

Verse 10.—“‘As every man hath re- 
ceived the gift .. . minister ... as good 
stewards ...” Our gifts vary. Some 
have money, some have teaching abil- 
ity, some -the facilities for entertaining 
strangers, and so forth. All these gifts 
are God’s grace to us, carrying the op- 
portunity to serve. They are God’s trust 
to us, to be used for ministry in His 
household. 


Verse 11.—“If any man speak... as 
the oracles of God; if any man minis- 
ter ... as of the ability which God 
giveth: that God be glorified 
through Jesus Christ...” Here is a 
verse for the preacher (“If any man 
speak”) and for the deacon (“if any 
man minister’). Each must receive 
from the Lord—in one case the word, 
in the other case the strength (ability). 
In all cases, the end must be: the glory 
of God in Christ. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Worldlings cannot understand a mem- 
ber of their society being suddenly con- 
verted, and suddenly cutting himself 
off from all the pursuits of the group 
—those pursuits for which they lived, 
and without which life would seem to 
be unutterably drab. 
days of old. The heathen society of 
the Greek and Roman cities of Asia 
Minor could not understand the men 
and women who received Jesus Christ 
and immediately separated themselves 
from all the practices that seemed nor- 
mal to the heathen way of life—lasciv- 
iousness, immorality, drinking bouts, 
drunken parades, and all the other 
abominations connected with the heathen 
religion. This misunderstanding fre- 
quently expressed itself in persecution, 
calumny, and all kinds of hateful be- 
havior, so that the young Christians 
were exposed to real.pressure. The Apos- 
tle Peter in writing to them reminded 
them that Christ had suffered in the 
days of His flesh. True, His sufferings 
were redemptive, but from another point 
of view they were the same kind of 
’ sufferings now being endured by His 
people. He had the sufferings of ostra- 
cism, misunderstanding, calumny, and 
violence. The apostle, therefore, ex- 
horted these Asian Christians to a great 
resolve. “Arm yourselves,” he _ said, 
“with the same mind.” He meant that 
they were to choose suffering with 
Christ rather than pleasure with sin- 
ners. Only thus could they resist the 
pressures to return to the old practices. 
On the’ other side of the picture the 
apostle reminded them that their per- 
secutors would one day stand before 
Him whose name they were now blas- 
pheming—Jesus, the judge of the “quick 
and the dead” (v. 5). 

This thought strikes the note of the 


It was so in the ' 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


5. July 29.—Witnessing Through Suf- 
fering. Acts 12:1-5; 1 Peter 1; 4:12 to 5:14 


Next Week’s Lesson 
7. August 12.—The Way of Christian 
Fellowship. John 13:3-15, 34, 35; 
1 John 1 to 2:17; 2 John; 3 John 








if 


great consummation when Christ should 
return. The thought of that was to be 
a further incentive to the suffering 
saints to live the disciplined life in all 
prayerfulness. Then he reminds them 
that they belong to a new company, a 
new society, whose practices were very 
different from those of their former so- 
ciety. There the rule was lust, but here 
it was love; there it was a riot of sin, 
here it was a gracious covering of sin; 
there every man was for himself, but 
here every man must seek to serve the 
other—in hospitality, in instruction, in 
ministry; there self-glorification was the 
end, but here the end of all things was 
the glory of God in Christ Jesus. What 
a trust! Thus Peter calls them to life 
on a higher, yea, the highest plane. Are 
we following the practices of our for- 
mer society when we were in the world 
and of the world, or are we truly fol- 
lowing the practices of the Christian 
brotherhood? 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The Christian and the world (1 Pet. 
4: 1-5) 

2. The Christian and the church (vs. 
7-11) 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


O WHAT subject does Peter return 
repeatedly in his First Epistle? 

2. What aspects of the sufferings of 
Christ does Peter present throughout his 
Epistle? 

3. What passage from Paul is echoed 
in 1 Peter 4:1? 

4. What indication is there in our les- 
son that Peter was writing to Gentile 
believers as well as Jewish believers? 

5. How does Peter use the term “in 
the flesh,” and how does this differ from 
Paul’s usage of the same phrase? 

6. Who is the judge in verse 5? 
would you support your answer? 

7. (1) What incentive does Peter offer 
for right living? Where do (2) Paul, 
(3) John offer a like incentive? 

8. How is the exhortation to hospital- 
ity enforced in the Epistle to the He- 
brews? 

9. What qualities are to characterize 
(1) our love (2) our hospitality? 

10. What two officers of the church 
seem specially in mind in verse 11 of 
our lesson? 

( Answers on page 589). 


How 
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Topics for Development 


A Difficult Text. Peter says that Paul 
has some things in his letters that are 
hard to be understood (2 Pet. 3:15, 16), 
but I do not think that Paul has any- 
thing on Peter when it comes to the 
difficulty 6f some passages. I know of 
nothing in Paul’s writings that equals 
in difficulty 1 Peter 3:19-21 arti 1 Peter 
4:6. It is this latter which appears in 
our lesson, and, whether we understand 
it or not, we at least must look at it. 
The question revolves around the iden- 
tity of “them that are dead.” Some 
have sought a solution to this difficult 
passage in the suggestion that the ref- 
erence is to those who had had the Gos- 
pel preached to them, and had accepted 
it before they died, but were at the time 
of Peter’s writing gone to be with the 
Lord. These saints had been judged 
while they lived in the flesh in the sense 
of suffering at the hands of men, as those 
to whom Peter was writing were now 
doing. The departed were now disem- 
bodied spirits whom God had justified 
and who were now living in His pres- 
ence, This interpretation removes every- 
thing mysterious from the verse, and if 
we could be sure that this was the cor- 
rect one it would be a happy solution: 
we should have no problem. The great 
bulk of Christian thinking through the 
centuries, however, has seen in this verse 
a proclamation of the Gospel to men 
after they were dead. Some have gath- 
ered that those to whom the Gospel 
was thus preached were saints of for- 
mer days who by this preaching of the 
Gospel to them were brought to the same 
level as those who were still in the flesh 
when they heard the Gospel, and who, 
as believers, were made alive in a true 
spiritual sense by the operation of God. 
Others, again, would widen the sense, 
and see in it a proclamation of the Gos- 
pel to all the dead in order to give to 
them an equal opportunity with those 
who heard it in life. The present writer 
does not profess to have the answer. 
With respect to this passage, and a good 
many others, he is still praying with 
Gillespie, the Scottish divine at the 
Wesminster Assembly, “Da lucem, Dom- 
ine” (“Give light, Lord!”). 


Practical Applications 

Christ our pattern is not our Saviour, 
but. Christ our Saviour is our pattern. 
Salvation first, then example (1 Pet. 4:1). 

We had enough of sin before conver- 
sion without dabbling in it after con- 
version. The days are too short and few 
to give any ,of them to the old prac- 
tices (vs. 2, 3). 

The Christian is not called to be 
“queer,” but he will “be “strange” to 
those whose life is one round of indul- 
gence (v. 4). 

No one will be exempt from standing 
before Jesus Christ. Now is the time to 
determine the basis of our‘meeting then 
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Is the hope of the Lord’s coming a 
speculative doctrine, a hobby, or a de- 
terminant of daily conduct? (v. 7.) 

Fervency, .sincerity, and faithfulness 
aré three notable marks of the true 
Christian (vs. 8-11). 


Golden Text : 

1 Pet. 1:13—“Wherefore gird up the 
loins of your mind ... hope to the end 

. the revelation of Jesus Christ.” Loose 
thinking: makes for loose conduct, but 
disciplined thinking makes for disci- 
plined conduct. Add the incentive of 
“the blessed hope” to give steadfastness 
to your life. 

E._muurst, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTeD HYMNS 
“Fairest Lord Jesus” 
“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” 
“Yield Not to Temptation” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Eternal 
God, our Father, in whom is none of the 
darkness of sin, make us children of light 
that we may have fellowship with Thee 
and with Thy Son, Jesus Christ. Free 
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us from the defiling pleasures of sin. 
Bless this temperance lesson to us and 
many more this day. Use the efforts of all 
who call men to repentance, to Christ, 
and to righteousness. Where evil is en- 
trenched in great power, work, O Lord, 
to dislodge it. Where the godly suffer 
for Thy sake, give support and grant 
eventual deliverance. Where people are 
ill, poor, sad, uncertain, or lost, send 
Heavenly aid. Make this a land of god- 
liness. Free us from the love of money 
and of sinful pleasure, setting our affec- 
tions on things above. Guard us from 
all evil and guide us into Thy perfect 
will for our lives. May Thy Kingdom 
come and Thy will be done on earth as 
in Heaven. Forgive whatever is amiss in 
us, and make us clean and fit for Thy 
service, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—This lesson shows 
that the first Christians were viewed as 
queer folk by their heathen neighbors 
who thought it strange that Christians 
did not run with them into drunkenness 
and unclean living. And people still are 
thought strange for refusing sinful pleas- 
ures. Christian young people who know 
modern dancing can lead to evil are 
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thought strange for refusing to dance. 
To decline the friendly drink’ is thought 
strangely unsociable! But the really 
Strange thing is not that people should 
keep sober and clean, but that anyone 
should indulge in the pleasures of sin 
when they are so very dangerous. A 
reporter who spent a day in a divorce 
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court said afterward that in nine cases 
out of ten liquor had broken up these 
homes. Since alcohol is such an enemy 
of home life, it is only the deceitfulness 
of sin that makes total abstinence seem 
strange. 

At Lytton, British Columbia, the blue 
Thompson River joins the muddy Fraser. 
But does a blue Fraser result? Not at all. 
The Fraser’s mud spreads through the 
waters of the Thompson and-the .beau- 
tiful blue is lost. Only a bigger muddy 
Fraser remains. That is why the Bible 
warns against evil companionships and 
practices; why it says, “Be ye separate 

. touch not the unclean thing.” If you 
want the blue of something heavenly in 
your life, keep away .from the muddy- 
ing pleasures of the world. 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


... arm yourselves likewise with the 
same mind...” (1 Pet. 4:1).—The 
“mind” to which the Holy Spirit refers 
in this passage is not only the humble 
mind which enables one to make great 
sacrifices for others (Phil. 2:5), but. also 
the courageous mind which prepares 
one to suffer for right doing. 

The Lord Jesus was the greatest suf- 
ferer, and He is our example in this, as 
in all else. He suffered vicariously “for 
our sins” (1 Cor. 15:3). No mortal can 
share such sufferings. 

But He was there, the Substitute 

For our offences to atone, 

To Him our guilt did God impute 

And there He bore His wrath alone, 

That we, forgiven and set free, 

Redeemed by His most precious blood 

From sin and all iniquity, 

Might find our peace and joy in God. 

But there is a phase of His sufferings 
in which we can be partakers—His suf- 
ferings at the hands of men. He suffered 
“many things of the elders and chief 
priests and scribes.” He was mocked, 
reviled, spat upon, and called vile names. 
This happened to Him in spite of the 
fact that He was absolutely perfect in 
motive, thought, word, and deed. This 
type of suffering befell Him before going 
to the cross. 

He said, “I came down from heaven, 
not to do mine own. will, but the will 
of him that sent me” (John 6:38). We 
speak of submission and resignatioti*to 
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the will of God, but He said, “I delight 
to do thy will, O my God” (Psa. 40:8). 
He never deviated from the very cen- 
ter of God’s will, despite all the efforts 
of sinners, Satan, and friends (Matt. 
16:23) to make Him do so. 

He knew that the doing of the will of 
God would cause Him great suffering 
before, and on the cross, but He was 
not rebellious, neither turned He away 
back. He gave His back to the smiters, 
and His cheeks to them that plucked off 
the hair. He hid not His face from shame 
and spitting. 

Now each person who can say, with 
the spirit and with the understanding, 
“I have been crucified with Christ; 
nevertheless I live . . .” should arm him- 
self with that same mind to do the will 
of God regardless of the suffering in- 
volved. 

The world, the flesh, and the Devil are 
utterly opposed to the will of God, hence 
it is a foregone conclusion that anyone 
who is determined, with the help of the 
Spirit, to carry out the will of God in 
his life, will suffer in the flesh. And _it 
will be suffering for welldoing. 

Putting it bluntly, the Christian sins 
who lives according to his own will; 
while the believer who lives according to 
the will of God may suffer, but he is no 
longer under sin’s dominion—for sin is 
doing one’s own will instead of the will 
of God! 

An outstanding example would be 
Saul of Tarsus. While he was doing his 
own will—and the will of others—he 
was not suffering in the flesh, he was 
causing others to suffer (Acts 26:10, 11); 
but he was sinning—and what a sinner 
he was! (1 Tim. 1:13-15.) 

When he was converted, and asked 
the Lord about His will, and set about 
doing it, he “suffered the loss of all 
things”. (Phil. 3:8). He also suffered 
imprisonment; he endured altogether, 
195 stripes with the lash; was stoned; 
suffered hunger, thirst, cold, and naked- 
ness (2 Cor. 11:23-33); but he reckoned 
himself dead unto sin! 

“That he no longer should live the 
rest of his time in the flesh...” (1 Pet. 
4:2).—It is both interesting and profit- 
able to notice that in verse 3 the apostle 
mentions “the time past of our life”; 
and here in verse 2, “the rest of his 
time,” and in verse 7 “the end of all 
things,” and in verse 11 “for ever and 
ever.” 

A believer is ashamed of “the time 
past” of his life—that is the time before 
conversion—which was spent in sin and 
unbelief. And he should be deeply ex- 
ercised about living “the rest of his 
time” to “the will of God.” He should 
keep in mind that “the end of all things 
is at hand,” to be followed by eternity 
—“for ever and ever”! 

Only one life! ‘twill soon be past, 
Only what’s done for Christ will last! 

The people to whom Peter wrote his 

Epistle had wasted enough time “indulg- 
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ing in unbridled lusts, in passions, in 
drinking bouts, in carousings, in dis- 
sipations and _ forbidden idolatries” 
(Berkeley Version of verse 3). 

Since this is the Temperance Lesson 
it is fitting to remember that verse 3 is 
an up-to-the-minute passage of Scrip- 
ture; for drinking bouts, carousings, and 
dissipations are so prevalent in this 
country that the health and civil author- 
ities are becoming alarmed. 

In a recent issue of Pageant magazine, 
Dr. William F. Boos, toxicologist, was 
quoted as saying, “Alcohol is a poison 
classed among the narcotic drugs along 
with chloral, ethyl, chloride, chloroform, 
ether, toluol, and benzol. It acts as 
poisons act.” 

Of adult Americans, 64 per cent drink. 
The total percentage of drinking Am- 
ericans is steadily rising. According to 
most authorities, at least four million 
of these drinkers are alcoholics. Some 
estimates run as high as six million. 
(A drinker who has lost control of* his 
ability to stop drinking is an alcoholic.) 


“ .. be ye therefore sober, and watch 
unto prayer” (1 Pet. 4:7).—Instead of 
wasting time indulging the flesh, Chris- 
tians should heed the following exhor- 
tations: Be sober and watch unto prayer. 
Have fervent love among yourselves, 
thus covering a multitude of faults. Use 
hospitality without grudging. Use God- 
given gifts for one another's benefit. 
When speaking, let it be as uttering 
God’s truth. Render service to others 
in the strength God supplies. In every- 
thing glorify God through Jesus Christ. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ERE are talks to be given to two 
girls for next Sunday: 


TALK 1 (No. 11 in series) 


Psalm 15:4 is still talking about the kind 
of people God approves. Judy talked last 
Sunday about, “In whose eyes a vile per- 
son is contemned; but he honoureth them 
that fear the Lord.”” My part of the verse 
is, “He that sweareth to his own hurt, and 
changeth not.” God always keeps His 
promises, He wants us to be careful to 
keep ours, Sometimes we promise some- 
thing that we would not have promised if 
we had known how things would turn out, 
But even if it is hard for us to keep the 
promise, we should keep it anyway, Per- 
hapg keeping the promise will make us 
lose money, but money is not half as im- 
portant as it is to please God. God's Word 
is absolutely dependable. He wants our 
word to be dependable, too. 


TaLK 2 (No. 12 in series) 


Once a Christian woman bought a piece 
of property. On the back of it was an old 
tumble-down building. It did not seem of 
much value to her, A man offered to buy 
it for ten dollars for the lumber that was 
in it. She agreed, thinking that a good 
way to get rid of the thing. Just a day or 
two later another man came who also 
wanted to buy it and take it away, He 
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offered twenty dollars for it, She said, “I’m 
sorry, but I’ve already promised it to an- 
other man.” He said, “I'll give you twenty- 
five dollars for it, if you'll sell it to me 
instead,”"” The woman answered, “I couldn't 
sell it to you even if you gave me a hun- 
dred dollars for it, because I've prom- 
ised it to another man, I was foolish 
enough to agree to let him have it for less 
than it’s worth. But having given my word, 
I cannot change.” God approves the person 
who “sweareth to his own hurt, and 
changeth not.” 


Let us start today’s lesson with the 
talk on the first part of Psalm 15:4. 
That talk reminded me of a preacher 
who said, “There are two parts to the 
Gospel: believing it, and behaving it.” 
It is true that our salvation depends al- 
together upon the work of Christ, and 
not on our works. But if we are really 
saved, we'll want to live as Christians 
should. Now let us learn the first part 
of Psalm 15:4, “In whose eyes a vile 
person is contemned; but he honoureth 
them. that fear the Lord.” 

You all know the chorus, “Things are 
different now: Something happened to 
me, When I gave my heart to Jesus.” 
If.the Lord Jesus has made a change 
inside of us, there should be some out- 
side evidence of that change. Christians 
should be different from unsaved people. 
But how? You ask some people that 
question, and they'll say, “Christians 
don’t*do this, and they don’t do that.” 
To hear them talk you might think that 
a Christian’s main business in life was 
to say “No” to things. That is not true. 
To be sure, there are things to which a 
Christian ‘should give a decided “No,” 
but I believe that there are more “do's” 
than “don’t’s” in the Bible. 

Turn to Luke 2, and read verses 40, 
51, and 52. See what it says about Jesus 
when He was growing up in this world. | 
He grew physically and spiritually, He 
was subject to His parents, He increased 
in wisdom, and in favor with God and 
man. What a wonderful example His 
life is for young people today! So many 
of us grow much more physically than 
we grow spiritually. This should not be. 
It is because we are more regular in 
eating our meals than we are in reading 
our Bibles. When we ‘read that Jesus 
increased in favor with men as well as 
with God, we know that He must have 
been ready to help everyone. I am 
sure that He never said “No” to anyone, 
unless He was asked to do something 
sinful. In that case, all the people in 
the world could not have made Him 
yield. But I am sure that He sacrificed- 
His own comfort and convenience over 
and over again for the good of other 
people. Willingness to do that in a 
kindly way is what gives us favor with 
others. If we who belong to the Lord 
are helpful and likeable, then when we 
must say “No” to doubtful things, we will 
have more influence with those around 
us. 
Now let us read 1 Peter 2:1-3. Verse 1 
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tells us some of the fruits of the old 
nature that we should lay aside, be- 
cause “things are different now.” Verse 
2 tells us that it is God’s Word that 
makes us grow spiritually. We are to 
desire that as much as a baby desires 
his milk. Have you ever seen a hungry 
baby when his bottle is brought into the 
room? I have. He gets so excited that 
he waves his little arms, kicks with his 
little feet, and puffs with eagerness! 
We are to approach our Bibles with 
eagerness for God to feed our souls. If 
we are not very eager, we can pray, 
“Lord, give me more appetite for Thy 
Word.” Then we should open our 
Bibles and read them, whether we feel 
like it immediately or not, and soon the 
appetite will come. 

Next we'll read 1 Peter 4:1-11. Here 
we learn that we are to stop living ac- 
cording to the desires of the old nature, 
and to start living according to the will 
of God. The unsaved who go on living 
according to the old nature will have to 
give account of themselves in the judg- 
ment day. The fact that they have no 
new nature will not excuse them then, 
for they should have accepted Christ as 
Saviour, and then they would have re- 
ceived a new nature. Verse 3 tells 
things that the unsaved indulge in, which 
Christians should completely refase. In 
our common language today, these would 
be called immorality, drunkenness, wild 
parties, and idolatry. Satan tries t 
tempt us with all these things in one 
way or another, only he calls thenr fun, 
good times, getting rich, and so on. But 
however much he tries to make sin at- 
tractive, it is still sin, and is bound to 
bring sorrow. Now let us list the things, 
found in verses 7-11, that God wants us 
to do. (Be sober.) That does not mean 
“gloomy” but to be neither drunk nor 
silly. (Be prayerful, love one another 
fervently, show hospitality, use your 
talents for the Lord, glorify God in 
everything.) Now, if we all remem- 
bered these things and obeyed them, all 
the people around us would know that 
we were Christians and some of them 
would say, “I’d like to be a Christian, 
too.” Let us make them feel that way, 
shall we? 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Simon Peter is giving 

us the one supreme reason for living 
a Christian life. ‘“Forasmuch . . . as 
Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, 
arm yourselves likewise with the same 
mind” that you should no longer live 
“in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to 
the will of God.” It is impossible to im- 
agine what cruel suffering our Lord en- 
dured on the cross in His flesh, nor can 
we know His mental and spiritual tor- 
ture in bearing the sins of the world, 
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which included yours and mine. This 
is enough, Peter says, to challenge us to 
a clean Christian life. We do not need 
more. At the same time the program 
affords us the greatest physical, mental, 
and spiritual satisfactions. 

Do you know, fellows, the Bible has 
more dealings right where you live and 
play and work and study and eat than 
any other book that was ever written? 
And it was written by One who created 
every part of you and knows just what 
is best for your happiness. You cannot 
afford to miss it. 

Paul looks on life as a race, and gives 
directions how to run it successfully. 
Listen to his Letter to the Corinthians: 
“Do you not know that in the foot-race 
the runners all run, but that only one 
gets the prize? You must run like him, 
in order to win with certainty. But 
every competitor in an athletic contest 
practises abstemiousness in all directions, 
They indeed do this for the sake of 
securing a perishable wreath, but we for 
the sake of securing one that will not 
perish. That is how I run, not being in 
any doubt as to my goal. I am a boxer 
who does not inflict blows on the air, 
but I hit hard and straight at my own 
body and lead it off into slavery, lest 
possibly, after I have been a herald to 
others, I should myself be rejected” 
(1 Cor. 9:24-27, Weymouth). 

Paul was saying that to the Corinthians 
who knew all about games and races 
and contests of strength, skill, and en- 
durance. And so do you know how the 
coach lays his hand on your shoulder 
and, looking you straight in tHe eye, 
says, “Listen, Son, we’ve got to win that 
game—you understand? From now on, 
cut the big eats. No rich stuff and no 
stuffing. Simple diet. No smoking. No 
late hours. Early to bed. Keep clean; 
exercise daily according to directions. 
Keep fit. Do you get me?” And you 
meekly nod and say, “Yes, sir.” But do 
you have to do that? Oh, no. You could 
drop off the team if you didn’t like the 
conditions, but you don’t want to drop 
off, and you comply with the conditions. 
You want to be in there with a winning 
team. You surprise yourself by your 
self-control. You’re in on that game, 
and you are in there to win. It is the 
event of the season. It will be the thrill 
of a lifetime to win. So you are tem- 
perate because you want the glory of 
winning—glory for your team, glory for 
your school. ° 

Fellows, thus your body becomes the 
temple of a living hope. And.-it is all 
right. There are few things finer than 
self-mastery which enables a fellow to 
deny his natural appetite for the sake of 
an ideal—even though it be no more 
than a sporting ideal. 

And I believe God designed it so. He 
is continually teaching us the deeper 
and richer truths by leading us up to 
them through our experiences with 
things we can touch and taste and see 
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and hear. Today He is pointing you 
and me, not to the temporory honor of 
an athletic victory, but to the eternal 
honor of gaining the mastery over our 
appetites for the sake of keeping our 
bodies, minds, and hearts for His own 
indwelling. And He, Himself, is our 
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Mr. Smith has illustrated four of his 
books with Little Jetts: 

“The Little Jetts Bible’ (Old Tes- 
tament). . 

“The Little Jetts New Testament.” 

“The Little Jetts Youth Talks.” 

“The Pilgrim's Progress,” rewritten, 
simplified, and abbreviated for young 
people. 
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May be ordered from Wade C. 
Smith, Weaverville, N. C. 

(A special etching on the fiyleaf 
with autogtaph of the author if re- 
quested.) 
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Coach, doing something which no other 
coach can do—remaining constantly be- 
side us and in us—both on and off the 
field—establishing that wonderful en- 
durance—that indescribable something 
within us which strives and strives— 
and conquers. 

Fellows, talk about thrills! there is 
nothing that will compare with the thrill 
that comes of being used—effectively 
used—-by Him. The glory of our ath- 
letic victories dies away with the shout- 
ing, but the deep satisfaction of “keep- 
ing fit” for God’s service grows finer and 
finer as the days go by. 

That is real life. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Growing as Friends of Jesus Christ 
(Luke 2:40, 52; 1 Pet. 4:9-11; 2 Pet. 1:5-7) 


SK one pupil to, bring an article of 

clothing worn as a small child, and 
another a childish book. Long ago you 
outgrew these things. Look at the big, 
fine clothes you wear now, and the hard 
books you can read! But have you grown 
up in other ways? Have you outgrown 
being naughty, and losing your temper 
with little brother when he bothers you? 
Have you grown up in sharing things, 
helping with the work, and being kind? 
There are two verses in the Bible that 
tell how the Lord Jesus grew up. One 
tells about the little boy growing up to 
Primary and Junior age—Luke 2:40— 
and one tells about the big boy still 
growing on—verse 52. 

If you have taken the Lord Jesus for 
your Saviour, you have been born into 
God’s family. The “grace of God” should 
be showing in you, too, so that you grow 
not only in brains and body but “in fa- 
vour with God and man.” God gives 
Christians special gifts through His 
Spirit so they can help each other grow 
up and do right. Did our friend Peter 
write you about that? 

Dear Eva: Be kind to strangers, one 
to the other, without grumbling. As 
each has received a gift, use it for one 
another like good managers of God’s 
different kinds of gifts. If one speaks, 
speak only the truth of God. If one 
helps out, let him do it as by the strength 
that God gives. Do it so that in all 
things God will receive honor through 
Jesus Christ. Honor and power are 
His forever and ever! Amen (1 Pet. 4: 
9-11). 

PETER 

Who will draw some boxes on the 
blackboard big enough to put names on? 
This is Clara’s gift box from God. (Print 
ther name on the cover of one box.) 
What special gift or talent has He given 
her? (Write on the sides of the box 
what it may be: singing, making friends, 
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drawing, bringing money for the offering, 
or helping. Continue for each child if 
the class is small, especially pointing 
out some ability of the slower and less 
popular members.) Now, Eva, please 
read your letter again, and we will talk 
about how it fits us and the gifts God 
has given us. 

Dear Richard: Also try as hard as you 
can, and along with your faith, be good. 
Along with being good, know what is 
right. Along with knowing what is 
right, behave yourselves. Along with 
behaving yourselves be patient. Along 
with being patient, be reverent. Along 
with being reverent, love Christians. 
Along with loving Christians, be loving 
(2 Pet. 1:5-7). 

PETER 

Now if someone will erase the black- 
board and draw a ladder with seven 
rungs long enough to write a word on, 
we will picture this letter of Peter's. 
(Add the ground line and print “faith” 
on it. The sides of the ladder may be 
inscribed “Growing up,” “as a Christian.” 
As you speak of each topic in the letter 
and its meaning for Juniors, write the 
key word on a rung, beginning at the 
bottom: good, knowing, behaving, pa- 
tient, reverent, loving Christians, lov- 
ing.) 

I wonder how many of us have been 
climbing this ladder of growth today? 
Have you been good? Have you learned 
something? .Have you behaved your- 
self? Have you been patient even if 
you got tired sitting still? Have you 
been reverent? Have you been loving 
to our brothers and sisters here, to every- 
one? How many of us have used our 
gifts? (Kindness to visitors, bringing 
the articles asked for, drawing the de- 
signs on the blackboard, reading the 
letters, contributing ideas to the dis- 
cussion, money for the offering, singing 
—try to acknowledge some contribution 
of each pupil, reminding them to do all 
for the honor of God.) 

“Ye are my friends, if ye do whatso- 
ever I command you” (John 15:14, 
Memory Verse). 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ARBIE (her real name is Barbara, of 

course), Cheryl, and Joan were 
looking forward to Aunt Helen’s visit. 
It had been a long time since Aunt Helen 
had been at their house—so long, in fact, 
that Joan could not even remember 
what Aunt Helen looked like. Joan, you 
should know, is just your age. She has 
pretty blond hair. And she almost al- 
ways remembers to say please and thank 
you at the right times. 

Right after dinner, Barbie showed 
Aunt Helen how she was making out 
with her piano playing. Then it was 
Cheryl’s turn to play the piano. She did 
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so wonderfully that it made Aunt Helen 
cry. Imagine that! Finally Aunt Helen 
turned to Joan, who, all the time her 
sisters had been playing their concert, 
had sat nestled close to her daddy. She 
had not run through the house making 
a lot of noise so that others could not 
hear her sisters perform. She had not 
annoyed Daddy or Aunt Helen or any- 
one else by bringing some of her things 
to show what she could do. (She is 
very good at drawing.) No, Joan did 
not try to draw to herself the attention 
that the grownups were giving to her 
bigger sisters. “Do you play the piano, 
honey?” Aunt Helen wanted to know. 

- “No, not yet. But I’m going to take 
lessons when school begins again,” the 
little blondie replied. 

“No, she doesn’t play the piano,” her 
daddy added. “But she is a very great 
help to me. She helps me in the garden. 
She helps me pull’the weeds. She does 
everything I ask her. Joan helps me all 
the time and does whatever I ask her to 
do whenever I ask her to do it. And I 
think that might be, in God’s sight, better 
than playing the piano—as fine as that 
is. Maybe the next time you come, she 
will be doing both!” 

Then Joan’s daddy got his Bible. “You 
know,” he said, “in the second chapter 
of Luke (vs. 40, 52) we read that when 
the Lord Jesus was a boy here on earth, 
He grew as other children do. He be- 
came big and strong (as healthy chil- 
dren do when they eat properly); He was 
filled with wisdom (as all children are, 
if they study their lessons as they 
should); and the grace of God was upon 
Him so that not only were men pleased 
with Him, but God was pleased with 
Him, too. It is wonderful to think of 
the Lord Jesus as a boy, doing always 
the things that were right. And while 
I am willing to pay a lot of money so 
that my girls can play the piano nicely, 
I am more concerned that they learn 


‘ always to be helpful and to do that 


which. is right. That is the most impor- 
tant, I believe.” 

“I agree with you,” Aunt Helen de- 
clared. 

Then Joan’s daddy turned away over 
near to the end of the Bible—to the Book 
of First Peter (4:8-11). “Here we are 
told several things that all Christians 
should be and do. It doesn’t make any 
difference if they are age 7 or 97! (1) 
We are told that we must have a per- 
fectly sincere love for one another (v. 8). 
It is comparatively easy to love nice 
people. God wants us to love everyone 
—even if they can do things better than 
we can do them. We love with our 
hearts, you know. (2) God wants us to 
be hospitable (v. 9)—that is to invite 
people to our homes and do all that we 
can. to make them happy while they are 
with us. Sometimes it means giving up 
something of our own—our beds, per- 
haps; our fun-time. It may make lots of 
extra work. But this is a way that we 
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can use our feet to please God. (3) We 
are reminded here (v. 10) that every 
Christian has received from God, some 
gift. He enables some to sing; others 
to speak; others to do helpful things. 
One of His best gifts, I should think, 
is the gift of listening. By listening 
to others when they want to tell us 
something; or listening when others 
are able to perform in one way or 
another; or listening when God speaks 
to us—these are ways that we may use 
our ears for the Lord Jesus. 

“(4) God is pleased—and it shows that 
we are growing as Christians should— 
when we speak for Him. He likes us to 
use our lips in telling others about His 


- dear Son. But we should be especially 


concerned that absolutely everything 
that we say is pleasing to Him. (5) 
And then we are told to ‘minister.’ That 
means to be able to help whenever or 
wherever we are needed. God wants us 
to use our hands for Him. And, Aunt 
Helen, if Joan and Cheryl and Barbie 
do these things, God will be pleased— 
and so will I!” 
LANCASTER, PA, 
w 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
A Perverted “Christian” Civilization. 

—Wherefore gird up the loins of your 
mind, be sober, and hope to the end for 
the grace that is to be brought unto you 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 
1:13, Golden Text). Some sights sadden 
the heart so that the impresssion abides. 
Yesterday it was a well-dressed young 
woman, reeling, drunken, along the 
crowded streets. A few days ago it 
was a boy, fine of features, well dressed, 
with his college insignia dangling from 
his waistcoat pocket, weeping maudlin 
tears, and in danger of arrest, yet un- 
able to walk steadily from the support 
against which he leaned, and stubbornly 
refusing to obey his companion. All 
sorts of thoughts throng the mind of 
the beholder: thoughts of the future of 
such youths; thoughts of the shamed and 
heartbroken parents; thoughts, above all, 
of the perverted mind of a Christian 
civilization which will permit the sale 
of such an instrument as strong drink. 
—From Christian Herald. Sent by the 
Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


“You Are His Bible!”—That he no 
longer should live the rest of his time 
in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to 
the will of God (1 Pet. 4:2). One night, 
just before the late Captain Bickle was 
retiring to rest, he met at the deckhouse 
door a ruffian who had been wonderfully 
converted on one of the voyages. Cap- 
tain Bickle was very tixed, but he had 
a little talk with the man. He asked 
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him if he would take a Bible to a cer- 
tain man on the morrow. He shook his 
head. “No, no, Captain; he does not 
need that.” “But why not?” “It won't 
do him any good.” “But why?” “Be- 
cause it is too soon. That is your Bible, 
and, thank God, it is now mine; but it 
is not his Bible.” “What do you mean 
by that?” “Why. simply that he has an- 
other Bible; you are his Bible; he is 
watching you. As you fail, Christ fails. 
As you live Christ, so Christ is revealed 
to him.” Writing of this incident, Cap- 
tain Bickle said, “Friends, I did not sleep 
that night. I had been called a thief, 
liar, foreign spy, traitor, devil, in public 
and private, and had not flinched; but 
to face this—‘As you live Christ, so 
Christ lives’—in that man’s soul, in the 
house, in that village, in four hundred 
villages. As you fail to live Christ, 
Christ is crucified again! What wonder 
I slept not!—From the Expositor and 
Illuminator. Sent by Mrs. Carl Wells, 
Springboro, Pa. Prize illustration. 


A Gallon to a Pqund.—For the time 
past of our life may suffice us to have 
wrought the will of the Gentiles, when 
we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, ex- 
cess of wine, revellings, banquetings, 
and abominable idolatries (1 Pet. 4:3). 
“I cannot speak for temperance more 
effectually,” said Booker: Washington, 
“than to quote old Uncle Calhoun Web- 
ster. He said, ‘When I sees a man a-goin’ 
home wid a gallon o’ whisky and a half- 
pound o’ meat, dat’s temperance lecture 
enough for me—an’ I sees it ebery day. 
An’ I knows dat eberyt’ing in dat man’s 
house am on de same scale—a gallon o’ 
misery to ebery half-pound o’ comfort.’” 
—Source unknown. Sent by Mrs. A. E. 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans, 


Why He Dared Not Venture.—Wherein 
they think it strange that ye run not 
with them to the same excess of riot, 
speaking evil of you (1 Pet. 4:4). A 
plain countryman who had been led into 
the light by means of Zechariah 3:2 was 
solicited by an old companion to accom- 
pany him to the public house. He re- 
sisted every persuasion, saying, “I am 
a brand plucked out of the fire.” His 
old associate could not understand this, 
so the man explained it to him thus: 
“Look ye,” he said. “There is a great 
difference between a brand and a green 
stick. If a spark flies upon a brand that 
has been partly burnt, it will soon catch 
fire again; but it is not so with a green 
stick. I tell you I am that brand 
plucked out of the fire, and I dare not 
venture into the way of temptation.” 
“Enter not into the path of the wicked” 
(Prov. 4:14).—From King’s Business. 
Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, 
N. ¥. 


Its Power Broken Instantly—But the 


/end of all things is at hand: be ye there- 


fore sober, and watch unto prayer (1 
Pet. 4:7). Dr. P. W. Philpott tells the 
following incident: Some years ago in 
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St. Louis a Christian man was transact- 
ing some business with a lawyer. As 
he turned to go he hesitated and then 
said, “I have often wanted to ask you 
a question, but I have been a coward.” 
“Why,” replied the lawyer, “I did .not 
think you were afraid of anything. What 
is the question?” The man said, “Why 
are you not a Christian?” The lawyer 
hung his head. He said: “Is there not 
something in the Bible that says no 
drunkard shall have any part in the 
Kingdom of God? You know my weak- 
ness.” “That is not my question,” an- 
swered the Christian man. “I am asking 
you why you are not a Christian?” 
“Well,” answered the lawyer, “I cannot 
recall that anyone ever asked me if I 
were a Christian, and I am sure nobody 
ever told me how to become one.” Then 
the Christian drew his chair close to the 
lawyer, read him some passages from 
the Bible, and said simply, “Let us get 
down and pray.” The lawyer prayed 
first: “O Jesus, Thou knowest what a 
slave I am to drink. Here this morn- 
ing Thy servant has shown me the way 
to God. Oh, break the power of this 
habit in my life.” Giving his testimony 
later, this drinking lawyer said, “Put it 
down big, put it down plain, that God 
broke that power instantly.” Who was 
this drunken lawyer? Dr. C. I. Scofield, 
famous editor of the Scofield Reference 
Bible!—From the Evangelical Christian. 
Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


One of His Pleasant Surprises.—Use 
hospitality one to another without 
grudging (1 Pet. 4:9). A man looking 
for work called at a house on the road- 
side to ask directions to his destination. 
He didn’t know it, but it was the home 
of the minister of a smal] church nearby. 
The minister lived alone, and had just 
prepared his noonday meal, of which 
he asked the stranger to partake. The 
minister said grace, and asked God to 
bless “the guest whom He had so gra- 
ciously sent.” The stranger expressed 
surprise at the minister for being so 
glad to see him. “Why,” he said, “you 
don’t know me, sir, I could be a dan- 
gerous person, for all you know.” “Even 
so,” replied the minister, “for years I 
have, first thing every morning, put my 
day-in God’s hands, asking Him to fill 
in as.He wishes, and to teach me to live 
the Christian life in simplicity. I have 
found that rule makes for great peace 
of mind and heart and causes me to 
have many pleasant surprises. You are 
one of them; I was longing for company.” 
Source unknown. Sent by Mrs. J. 
Shields, Toronto, Can. 


Leaning Hard on Thee.—If any man 
minister, let him do it as of the ability 
which God giveth (1 Pet. 4:11). 

Lord, who am I to teach the way 

To little children, day by day, 

So prone myself to go astray? 

I teach them knowledge; but I know 

How faint they flicker, and how low 

The candles of my knowledge glow. 
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I teach them power to will and do; 

But only now to learn anew 

My own great weakness though and 
through. 


I teach them love for all mankind, 
And all God's creatures; but I find 
My love comes lagging far behind. 


Lord, if their guide I still must be, 
Oh, let the little children see 
A teacher leaning hard on Thee, 


—Verses found by a Christian mother 
on her daughter’s dressing table, and 
copied to send to The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Aztell, 
Kans. 

we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 583) 

1. The safferings of the saints (1:6, 7; 
2: 19-21; 3:14-17; 4: 12-19; 5:10). 

2. The redemptive aspect (1:18, 19; 2: 
24; 3:18) and the exemplary aspect (2: 
21; 3:18; 4:1). 

3. Romans 6: 5-7, 

4. He writes to those who once en- 
gaged in the practices of Gentile idol- 
atry (v. 3). 

5. Simply with reference to this pres- 
ent life, in the body. Paul uses the 
phrase in an ethical sense, with refer- 
ence to our sinful nature. 

6. The Lord Jesus. See 2 Timothy 
4:1; John 5:22, 23, 27. 

7. (1) “The end,” signifying the return 
of Christ. (2) See Titus 2:11-13; (3) 
1 John 3:2, 3. 

8. By a reminder that “some have en- 
tertained angels unawares” (Heb. 13:2). 

$. (1) Fervency (v. 8); (2) sincerity 
(v. 9). 

10. The preacher and the deacon. 


ELMuHuRST, ILL, 
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Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


By Helen G. H. Estelle 


Honorary President, Woman's Christian T 
Union of the State of New York 





“One swallow doesn’t make a summer, 
but too many swallows make a fall.”— 
George D. Prentice, 1802-1870, American 
Journalist and humorist, 


Now, Something Cheerful.—Columnist 
Dorothy Kilgallen said, on September 
14, “One of the teams fighting for the 
American League pennant just held a 
Secret meeting at which the players 
pledged to lay off late hours and drink- 
ing for the next few weeks,” 

This team has discovered the secret of 
success—if they haven’t discovered it too 
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late. It takes more than a few weeks, 
often, to get rid of alcohol. Bob Richards, 
Olympic pole vault champion, told the 
National W.C.T.U. Convention banquet 
at Long Beach that very few Olympic 
champions touch alcohol at all—if they 
do, they don’t last long. 


Silence Is Sinful.—‘“I’ll tell you some- 
thing else. If you have the same con- 
victions that I have about this business, 
then to be silent is sinful. There is not 
room for the shadow of a doubt. The 
watchman on the wall must cry out the 
warning, or become guilty of the blood 
of others.”—The Rev. Sam Morris. 


“The latest came from George Mose- 
ley, Seagram [whiskey] Vice-President. 
He bluntly told 160 newspaper represen- 


tatives, unless they played down 
drunken driving, their newspapers 
would get less advertising .. . also asked 


for special positions for ads and editorial 
support for Seagram’s ‘moderate drink- 
ing program.’”—Christian Life, 


Forty-six states, in 1954, had some type 
of program that attempted a study of 
alcoholics. Alabama set up a Commis- 
sion on Alcoholism by legislative act of 
the 1945 Legislature. The 1953 Legis- 
lature increased the appropriation of 
funds to the Commission on Alcoholism 
from $6,000 to $16,000 for each year of 
the next biennium, 

Americans are known the world over 
for their generous desire to help those 
in need. The Woman’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union agrees wholeheartedly 
that it is Christian and right that all 
sufferers, ineluding those afflicted as 
alcoholics, be cared for and rehabilitated, 
if possible. 


Congressman Thomas Lane of Massa- 
chusetts has announced that he will seek 
a law in Congress this winter to pro- 
hibit sale and serving of liquor on planes, 
His statement was: 

“The airlines and the Civil Aeronau- 

tics Board are most vigilant in maintain- 
ing ‘air safety’ in every respect. Pilots 
must pass strict qualifying tests. Planes 
must be checked frequently. Air traffic 
laws are enforced. There is no such 
thing as a ‘fix’ to cover violations. Even 
the passengers are subject to certain dis- 
ciplines, 
\“That is why the practice of the air- 
lines in serving liquor ‘upstairs’ is a con- 
tradiction of all other safety measures. 
It is a thoughtless invitation to a new 
kind of disaster, which, fortunately, has 
not yet occurred. That it will happen 
is inevitable, unless this practice is aban- 
doned. 

“To my way of thinking, an airplane 
in flight is the last place where it 
[liquor] should be permitted, and under 
no circumstances encouraged. 

“Those who are face to face with the 
problem and all its complications, the 
Air Lines Pilots Association and the 
Stewards and Stewardesses Association, 
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have brought the subject up at their 
national conventions. Each has called 
upon the CAB to forbid the serving of 
alcoholic beverages on planes because it 
is a potential nuisance to passengers and 
crews alike and is a threat to the safety 
of all.” 


Whose Responsibility—When cattle 
jump the pasture bars and trample down 
the corn, the owner knows he has to pay, 
not treat the case with scorn! But when 
what’s sold behind the bars, tramples 
on human kind, making them reckless, 


weak and ill, bringing distress of mind, - 


distillers say, “The man is sick.” Why 
won’t the public pause to say, “If so, it’s 
obvious whose product is the cause”?— 
Florence M. Stellwagen. 


Bob Cooke, sports editor of the New 
York Herald-Tribune, predicted that the 
St. Louis Cardinals would be sold, de- 
spite denials by the Budweiser King, 
Gussie Busch. 

The poor showing of the club, Cooke 
said, has had an adverse effect on beer 
sales, 

We wonder if it might not be the other 
way around—that is, the beer is having 
a bad effect on the ball club’s showing. 
—Inter-City News, Independence, Mo. 


The ‘World Health Organization has 
disclosed that the United States has the 
highest per cent of alcoholics of any 
nation, 3,952 per 100,000; with France 
ranking second with 2,850 per 100,000; 
while Italy trails with 500 per 100,000, 


Almost two-thirds of Texas counties 
are now dry. Kentucky has a higher 
rate as to percentage in number of coun- 
ties, having 83 dry counties out of a 
number of 120. Illinois has a goodly sec- 
tion of dry territory; true, no county is 
completely dry, but two-fifths of the 
townships are dry. 

vw 


Temperance Notes 
(Continued from second page) 


delphia has raised the question whether 
the House of Correction and the County 
Prison could not be combined with con- 
sequent large savings.” 


Switzerland is the fatherland of the 
Red Cross Society and its organ, La 
Croix Rouge (Oct. 15, 1954) opened fire 
on the drink evil. It began: 

“As humiliating as it may seem, one 
is obliged, on examination of the statis- 
tics, to confess that Switzerland is 
gravely compromised by the scourge of 


+ 











A new product for the church, Sunday 
sehool, or home should be serviceable, 
economical, attractively made, and thor- 
oughly dependable. Those whe make 
articles embodying these qualities are 
glad to tell about them. Many such 
articles of practical value are listed in 
the Times advertising columns: It will 
pay to read them every week. | 














July 21, 1956 _ 


alcoholism. Taking for criteria health 
conditions, criminality, highway acci- 
dents, and mental sickness, it appears as 
if immense effort would be required to 
recover our traditional reputation as a 
sober and industrious people.” Follow 
shocking figures, including those of the 
alcoholic insane, a quarter of all those 
11,000 interned in ten years in Swiss 
asylums. 

It then proceeds to explain the action 
of alcohol on the organism: 

“Alcohol is destroyed in the body by 
oxidation. This releases heat which, 
however, cannot be utilized by the body. 
It is a poison which the system seeks to 


‘eliminate as speedily as possible. This 


is now an unquestioned fact. 

“Alcohol is an anesthetic which masks 
the sense of fatigue but does not sup- 
press fatigue. Rather it lengthens re- 
action time, diminishes manual skill, 
precision of judgment and attention, 
Somnolence soon follows, a thing of little 
consequence in the days of Noah but 
often criminal in our mechanized age.” 

These are elementary truths knoWn 
everywhere save at Yale University. 
The point is that the Swiss Red Cross is 
stating them. Antialcohol protest and 
warning should be a major Red Cross 
activity in all lands. The victims of 
drink are far more numerous and tragic 
than those of flood, fire, and hurricane 
combined, 


° w 
With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








The Cup of Fury. By Upton Sinclair. 
(Channel Press, Inc., Great Neck, N. Y.; 
$3.) A terrible indictment of alcohol is 
given in this collection of sketches of 
famous writers wh6 were slaves to drink. 
It ruined all of them and brought some 
to suicide. Here are such well-known 
names as Jack London, O. Henry, Finley 
Peter Dunne (Mr. Dooley), Sinclair 
Lewis, William Seabrook, Edna St. Vin- 
cent Millay, George Cram Cook, and 
Sherwood Anderson, besides others. The 
author shows the utterly sordid and 
bestial kind of life to which alcohol 
brought them, yet he is careful not to 
describe in too vivid detail the immor- 
ality at which he hints. He shows the 
frightful dangers of so-called “moderate 
drinking,” and the frustrating futility of 
wealth and fame without God. Mr. Sin- 
clair writes as a crusader against a grow- 
ing evil, with the aim of warning people. 
He gives many good answers to the argu- 
ments of those who think they can “take 
it or leave it.” He includes copious 


+s 


Lesson for August 5 


Pair E. Howarp, JR. 
President and Editor © 








Harry J. JAEGER 
Executive Vice-President and Secretary 





Hersert A. FRYLING 
Treasurer 





Joun W. Lane, Jr. 
Associate Editor 





Correspondence Editor: E. May RICKARDS 
Archaeological Editor: JosepH P. FREE, 
Ph.D. * 


Advertising Manager: 
H. TrumsButt Howarp 





Former President 
Pui E. Howarp, 1903-1946 
Former Editors 
H. Cray TRUMBULL, 1875-1903 
Cuaries G. TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 





Subscription Rates 
Stated in U.S.A. dollars 


$3.00 One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $3.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, U.S.A., $12.50. 
Canada, $3.25 each; foreign, $4.00 
each. 

$2.50 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $2.50 each, per year. 
Canada, $2.75 each; foreign, $3.50 
each. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa, 








statistics showing the ravages of alco- 
hol in our country. 

Believing that Alcoholics Anonymous 
“is perhaps the finest answer,” Mr. Sin- 
clair devotes the last chapter to this 
society of former drinkers. He traces 
its history, outlines its methods, and in- 
cludes the twelve steps of its “Program 
of Recovery.” But its weaknesses are 
evident here, as when the author says 
of the drinker, “He must have help; not 
merely the help of friends and associ- 
ates, but of that mysterious thing which 
is hidden in the depths of his own soul, 
and which doesn’t in the least care what 


“name you choose to give it. But it’s 
_»@the same power many of us call our 
"© Heavenly Father.” God is mentioned in 


«“ 


Several of the twelve steps of the AA, 


 »® but neither in their writings nor in Mr. 
© *Sinclair’s is it made clear that the only 


2) 


= @«q way to God is through Christ, that the 


» ™ Cleansing of His blood is needed, and 


that the indwelling Holy Spirit is the 
only power that will keep a man. Here 
is the great weakness of both the AA 
and this book. Mr. Sinclair is evidently 
a@ good man, who believes that the 
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hearts and habits of men.can be changed 
by rules, determination, and a certain 
rather indefinite trust in God. He would 
like to see the world reformed, and has 
spent much time, energy, and money to 
this end. But he appears to be blind to 
the fact that sin is the root of the world’s 
ills, and that the only remedy is the 
Bible and its Christ. 

However, his book may do much gopd, 
for it will disgust conscientious readers 
with the whole drink traffic. 


Heavenly Treasure. By Dorothy J. 
Langford. (May be had from the author, 
6 Campbell Ave., Montreal West, Que- 
bec, Can., 60 cents, paper.) Eleven new 
devotional poems have been added to 
this collection, which formerly con- 
tained thirty-six (reviewed in the Tres, 
October 30, 1948). Like Annie Johnson 
Flint, Miss Langford spends much of her 
time in a wheel chair; but like Miss 
Flint, she has triumphed over her afflic- 
tion by God’s grace and has turned it 
into blessing for others. Many of her 
poems are based on Scripture texts, 
while some are on particular subjects 
such as “A Showery Day in June,” “To 
Mother,” “Spring,” “Summer,” “Christ- 
mas,” and “Clouds.” Miss Langford sees 
the beautiful in nature and is thankful 
for God’s handiwork. Her verses will 


‘bring particular encouragement to in- 


valids and shut-ins, and the booklet, at- 
tractively bound in blue art paper, 
makes a useful gift. 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, August 5 
1, Altars of Inspiration 
(Gen, 8:20-22; 22:9-11; 35:6, 7; 
Heb. 13:10-13) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

ITH the thought that vacation time 

for many is travel time, it has 
been suggested that our young people’s 
groups, on the four Sundays in August, 
take imaginary journeys to visit places 
in the Holy Land that have special sig- 
nificance for Christian believers. We 
shall visit, on this first Sunday, some of 
the altars mentioned in God’s Word; 
then, on the second Sunday, some of the 
pools and streams; on the third Sunday, 
we shall think about trees under which 
or near which outstanding events took 
place; and, finally, we shall visit market 
places that were the scenes of significant 
happenings. Many of these places have 
long since disappeared as far as actual 
identification is concerned. Some of 
them are still shown to tourists. Our 
interest in them, however, will be not 
so much whether or not they can be 
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identified. today or how they may now 
look, but rather with the lessons to be 
drawn from the events that took place 
there. 
se 

The Scripture portions suggested for 
this week's topic suggést some of the 
altars around which our thoughts are to 
be centered this week. The first, from 
Genesis 8, tells of the altar that Noah 
erected on Mount Ararat after the ark 
had come to a resting place following 
the Flood, and Noah and his family had 
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come forth to repeople the earth in ac- 
cord with God’s command. The clean 
beasts and clean fowl that Noah offered 
upon this altar undoubtedly constituted 
a simple thank offering for God’s deliv- 
erance from the Flood. Noah’s act 
pleased God, and brought forth the 
promise that He would not again des- 
troy every living thing from the earth, 
and that the succession of the seasons 
and of day and night would continue as 
long as the earth remains (vs. 21, 22). 

Has God worked marvelously in some 
circumstances in your life? It may not 
have been a world-changing event such 
as was the Flood, but your deliverance 
may have been just as real to you as 
Noah’s was to him. Should not Noah’s 
altar remind us all of the importance of 
sacrificing “the sacrifices of thanksgiv- 
ing,” and declaring “his works with re- 
joicing”’? (Psa. 107:22.) Do you thank 
Him for the blessings He sends into your 
life day after day? 

ye 

The second altar included in our Scrip- 
ture portions is the one that Abraham 
built on Mt. Moriah, and upon which he 
prepared to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, 
in obedience to. God’s instruction. Here 
was an altar of obedience, surrender, 
and faith upon which Abraham prepared 
to sacrifice the dearest thing that he had 
—the son that God Himself had promised 
him. 

It points us, of course, to the sacrifice 
that God Himself made of His only Son 
upon the cross at Calvary so that we 
might not perish but have everlasting 
life. We can never do what God did, 
for there was no other than the Lord 
Jesus Christ good enough to pay the 
price of sin. But we can, in obedience 
to God, present our bodies, all that we 
have and are, to God as a living sacri- 
fice, which is our reasonable service 
(Rom. 12:1, 2). Have you been obedient 
to God’s command in this respect, as 
Abraham was to the instructions God 
gave to him? 

ve 

The third Scripture portion assigned 
for this week’s topic tells us of the altar 
that Jacob erected at Bethel, after he 
had returned from Padan-aram. You 
will remember that when Jacob fled 
from his home in Canaan, after the de- 
ception of his father and the theft of the 
birthright from Esau, he stopped one 
night on his way to his uncle’s home in 
Padan-aram. There, in a vision, God re- 
vealed Himself to Jacob as the God of 
his father Isaac and of his grandfather 
Abraham, and renewed to Jacob the cov- 
enant He had made with his forefathers 
(Gen. 28:10-17). Years later, after serv- 

.ing his Uncle Laban and his marriage 
to Laban’s daughters, Leah and Rachel, 
Jacob was on his way back to Canaan 
and was instructed to go to Bethel where 
God had first appeared to him in his 
dream and there to build an altar (Gen. 
35:1). ,Here again God appeared to 
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Jacob and blessed him, and changed his 
name to Israel and renewed His promise 
to make of him a great nation to whom 
would be given the land of Canaan, 


se 

Today God does not speak to men and 
women directly or through visions, as 
He did to the patriarchs of old. But He 
does speak to us through His Son, the 
- Lérd Jesus Christ, who is revealed to us 
in the Scriptures, which the patriarchs 
of old did not havé. If we are willing 
to take time regularly for prayer and 
for the reading of God’s Word, we, too, 
may hear His voice speaking to us from 
His Word just as truly as the patriarchs 
heard the voice of God. We may have 
an even deeper and sweeter fellowship 
with Him than did these men of old be- 
cause we have a fuller revelation of Him 

in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


July 30 to August 5 
Mon.—Luke 2:41-52, 
Growing as Jesus Grew. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “And Jesus in- 
creased in wisdom and stature, and in 
favour with God and man.” Christ’s ex- 


perience in the flesh, during the eight- , 


een years following His visit to the 
Temple at the age of twelve, were years 
of wondrous moral, spiritual, and physi- 
cal glory. Let our young men gaze on 
the Blessed One and compare their early 
years with His. Christ is youth’s only 
hope of purity and usefulness. In con- 
descension and mercy, Christ is “made 
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption” (1 Cor. 
1:30). Pray for the salvation of young 
men you know. 


Tues.—Philippians 4:4-13. 
Christian Thinking. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “If there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, think 
on these things.” The Lord knows the 
thoughts we think. He knows them afar 
off. The day of accounts will be much 
spent in the judging of our past thoughts 
(1 Cor. 4:5). See that your every 
thought is brought into captivity and 
into obedience to Christ (2 Cor. 10:5). 
Thus you will honor God, and profit men 
eternally. Pray for young womer, hav- 
ing in mind their early salvation. 
Wed.—1 Peter 2:1-9. Acceptable te God. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye also, as lively 
stones, are built up a spiritual] house, an 
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sac- 
rifices, acceptable. to God by Jesus 
Christ.” As believers, let us be duly 
conscious of our privileges in Christ, 


both of fellowship with, and _ service to, 
God. With joyful association with 
Christ, whose blood gives you your 
standing and spiritual service, approach 
the Father by Him to offer up your spir- 
itual offerings of piety, and morality, 
and intercessions for His Church. Prize 
your high calling. Pray for a spiritual 
awakening in your congregation. 


Thurs.—1 Peter 4:1-11. 


Live by the Will of God. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “No longer .. . 
live the rest of .. . time in the flesh 
to the lusts of men, but to the will of 
God.” If truly regenerated by the Spirit 
of God, you will arm yourselves with 
the mind of Christ and suffer in the 
flesh in order to keep apart “from sin. 
Is the will of God the rule of your life? 
Pray to be a Romans 12:1, 2 Christian. 


Fri.—2 Peter 1:1-11. Escaping Corruption. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Having escaped 
the corruption that is in the world 
through lust.” Man’s native desires are 
bent toward evil. The fleshly mind is 
corrupt and wields an appalling corrupt- 
ing influence upon others. If you have 
escaped the prison house of iniquity 
through the mercy of your Redeemer, 
keep close to Christ, and far away from 
everything that would give you the taint 
of sin. The glorious privilege of all 
believers is to live holily, righteously, 
and godly in this present world. Pray 
against your native laxity in the mat- 
ters of piety toward God, and morality 
toward men, 


Sat.—2 Peter 1:12-21 
Feeding on the Word. 
‘PRAYER SuccEsTions: “Established in 
the present truth.” Christians all need 
to be daily exhorted to live daily in 
God’s Word. The world bids for men’s 
minds. It offers inferior thoughts and 
clamors loudly for their acceptance. 
The authoritative Word of the Lord is 
better than a whole library filled with the 
uninspired words of men, when it comes 
to the needs of the soul. Have you 
learned to cast down imaginations, and 
every high thing which exalts itself 
against the knowledge of God? (See 
2 Cor. 10:5.) Pray for victory over your 
misspent time (Eph, 5:16). 


Sun.—2 Peter 3:8-18. 
Waiting for the Lord. 


PRAYER SuccEsTions: “Looking for 
and’ hasting unto the coming of the 
day of God.” God has called Chris- 
tians to specific duties of world evan- 
gelization that must be accomplished 
preliminary to the Lord’s coming 
again. “Looking for” means more 
than a mere sentimental hope; it in- 
dicates a hope-filled, whole-hearted 
work that must be performed before 
the day of God can come. Are you 
faithful “fellow workers unto the 
kingdom of God’? Pray for a mighty, 
spreading evangelism everywhere. 


en 
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